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Steelworkers: If the Injunction Forces You Back Against Your Will ~ 
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How to Make Steel 
~ (By the Taft-Hartley Process!) 


By V. Grey 


q 

: 

NY If the steel bosses tell their stooge 

N president in the White House to tell 

NY their stooge judges to order you back 

8 to work against your will — there is 

Ny only one thing you can do — SIT 

§ DOWN! 

Ny Do what the workers did when 

NY they organized the CIO in the first 

N place. SIT DOWN! 

Ny The. American Civil War outlawed 

x slavery in this country. You do not 

NY have to work against your will. SIT 

DOWN! 

Let the superintendents, foremen 
and turn foremen make the steel. Let 
the engineers, loopers and master 
mechanics make the steel. Let Taft- 
Hartley, Eisenhower and the federal 
judges make the steel. Let Roger 
Blough, Arthur Homer and Conrad 
Cooper and all the other Morgan- 

NY Rockefeller-Mellon stooges make the 

N steel. 

N They can make the government 
send you back into the plant. But 

N you can SIT DOWN! 

N Sit on the blast furnace. bustle 
pipe and watch the bosses make the 
iron — if they can. Sit in the shan- 
ties and watch the bosses run the 

S-trains—if they can. Sit in the cranes, 

NY sit in the larry cars, sit in the trac- 

® tors, sit on the benches along the 

NY open hearth floor and make your cof- 

fee in bonfires. (There won’t be any 

hot steel to keep the coffee warm 
because the bosses can’t make steel 
by themselves.) 
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Sit on the “platform” and watch 
the hundred ton crane standing still 
because there is no bucket of molten 
steel to pick up and no train of in- 
gots to fill. 

Sit down by the coke ovens and 
save yourself a headache from the 
gas. There won’t be any coke gas, be- 
cause there won’t be any coke. 

Sit down in the mills — and don’t 
worry about a thing because you 
won’t have any ingots to flatten out, 
and no steel to roll. 

AND STAY INSIDE! 

Sit down — and invite your wives 
and friends to bring your lunches, 
and a change of bedding. Ask them 
to bring your blankets if the com- 
pany doesn’t provide them (like they 
always did for the scabs). Stick 
around. Give a little more of your 
valuable time to straighten out the 
company’s anti-union ideas. And 
while you’re there against your will, 
be sure to collect your PAY! 

Elect a maintenance crew to sup- 
ply yourselves with heat, plumbing 
and the comforts of life. Protect your 
health so you can do your work when 
the strike is over. But for now — 
SIT DOWN! 

As the U. S. Secretary of Labor 
said during the sit-downs of 1936, 
“Every American worker has a 
property interest in his job.” Now 
the companies are trying to damage 
your property. You can protect this 
property, and improve it, if you SIT 
DOWN! 
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Lackawanna Men Enraged at T-H 


Buffalo—Word of Eisenhower’s Taft- 
Hartley intervention was received angri- 
ly by steelworkers of the giant Beth- 
lehem plant in Lackawanna. 

The men waited in line to sign for 
their fourth unemployment check at the 
sprawling, empty Ford plant (shut 
down over a year ago and now used as 
an unemployment depot). Many voices 
could be heard heatedly- opposing the 
government’s intervention in the strike. 

One striker who said he worked on 
the new 300 ton furnace in No. 3 open 
hearth, pointed out: “For 12 weeks they 
cooled us off. They don’t want another 
80 days cooling off. They want to freeze 
us out but good in the dead of winter.” 

Another worker said sarcastically: 
“They're using T-H because they’re 
worried about the ‘health and safety’ 
of the nation. But for 12 weeks they 
didn’t worry about the health and 
safety of my family.” 

As the steel strike moves into the 
Taft-Hartley stage, Lacakwanna steel 
workers are in a fighting mood. Steel 
corporation attempts to break them 
have failed. Steel workers and their 
families have tightened their belts and 
carefully planned their budgets. Ham- 
burgers instead of steaks, wieners in- 
stead of ham. Kids stop asking for that 
extra quarter for ice cream and pop, 


Against the background of 35 smoke- 
free Bethlehem open hearth stacks, mer- 
chants complain as they stand idly in 
front of their stores. One merchant ad- 
vertised: “Strike Sale — No Down Pay- 
ment U ntil Strike Is Settled.” Further 
down the street a gas attendant report- 


ed that he is pumping 60 per cent less. 


gas..A tavern owner said he closed 
down a few weeks ago. “I didn’t see 
my best customers at all. You’ve got to 
hand it to them. They’re spending their 
money where ‘it counts.” 

In the streets of Lackawanna huddles 
of workers, Negro and white can be 
seen throughout the day talking about 
Taft-Hartley and the Bethlehem at- 
tempt to break the union. 


One young striker who still wore the 
red Bethlehem crane operator button, 
held a leaflet that was handed out by 
the union. It contained Bethlehem Steel 
Company contract proposals which the 
Union said would “impose industrial dic- 
tatorship, reducing the employees to mill 
slaves.” 

The men are infuriated at Taft-Hart- 
ley and their talk is of slow-down and 
absenteeism. They ask, “What kind of 
a law is this that can force half a mil- 
lion men back to work for the benefit of 
the steel corporations?” 


SIT DOWN: 





That's What the CIO Workers Did in 1936; 
That Was Their Declaration of Independence! 


Government intervention on the side of the steel companies can- 
not defeat the steelworkers, if they refus@to be defeated! 

It is still the eleventh hour. We are at a great historic turning 
point which can decide the fate of the steel strike and the course of 
American labor for a long time to come.. 

If the Taft-Hartley injunction is used, the logical and most effec- 
tive thing for the steelworkers to do is to conduct a “sit-down strike.” 


That means to stay in the plant, eat, 


drink, and sleep in the plant but not to .- 


work until the strike is over. 

No law in the land can stop the steel- 
workgys from doing this. No one will be 
able to lift a hand against it once the 
steelworkers DO IT. 

Neither the President, the Congress, 
nor the Courts can make steel. Nor can 
they force the steelworkers to make it. 


All labor will support the steelwork- 


ers’ sit-down. Even the most conserva- 
tive leaders of other unions will be 
forced to take decisive action. (In fact, 
they have already shown signs of doing 
so.) The steelworkers will have the ac- 
tive sympathy of sixty-five million 
American working people. 

In fact, the greater part of America 
is already behind the _ steelworkers. 
From their wives, families~and neigh- 
bors to the storekeepers of the company- 
towns, the sentiment for them is grow- 
ing. From the machinists and automo- 
bile workers to the porters and sweat- 
shop workers, all American labor is 
picking up its spirits, its very soul in- 
spired by the steelworkers’ battle. 

Only a handful of moneybag-scrooges, 


scabs, stooges and cowards want ~the 
steelworkers to lose. 

But the united will of half a million 
steelworkers shall yet prove stronger 
than the will of the handful of million- 
aires and billionaires who are trying 
to destroy their union. All the moneyed 
interests in the world can’t beat the 
steelworkers if they employ the sit- 
down tactic with disciplined firmness 
and determination. 

Everybody knows that the stedlviorts- 
ers have really won the strike. Every- 
body knows it is only Eisenhower and 
Taft-Hartley who are rescuing the com- 
panies at the last minute and driving 
the workers back into the plants. But 
this strike-breaking operation can only 
succeed if the steelworkers decide to be 
slaves! 

All the elements of a historic victory 
lie at hand. Only a bold strike is re- 
quired to mix these elements in the cru- 
cible of success. 


The sit-down will do it. Once the sit- 


~ down is on, the great 1959 steel strike 


will be won! 





Here's Your Enemy! 


Nice looking fellow, isn’t he? His 
name is Henry Clay Alexander. Maybe 
you. never heard of him. But if you are 
a steelworker, he has the power to give 
you. a living wage — or give you a 
layoff slip. And now he wants the power 


to tell you exactly how hard to work — ~ 


and maybe give you that layoff slip 
without regard to seniority. 

He is chairman of the board of the 
Morgan Guaranty Trust Cempany, the 
largest financial institute of the Mor- 
gans, and the fourth largest bank in the 
country. (The Morgans have _ other 
banks of course.) 

He is probably the most powerful 
figure in.the whole Morgan empire. 
That empire includes hundreds of cor- 
porations. United States Steel, for ex- 
ample, has always been a Morgan com- 





Get That Foreman! 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 14 — Mass picketing 
suddenly broke out at the United States 
Steel plant in West Miflin, near here. 

Officers of Steelworkers Local 2227 
told reporters that the company was 
jumping the gun. Anticipating a Taft- 
Hartley injunction it was preparing 
furnaces, etc., for production, and using 
foremen to do the work. 

Pickets kept all supervisory person- 
nel out who were trying to get in, and 
all of them in, who were trying to get 


out. 
_~ f 





Know who He is? 





pany, ever since Morgan got it from 
Andrew Carnegie about sixty years ago. 

The Morgan Guaranty Trust helps 
finance the U.S. Steel Company — and 
several other steel companies as well. 

The Morgan financial empire includes 
literally hundreds of corporations which 
employ millions of workers. Many of 
Eisenhower’s top officials are Morgan 
men. 

Henry Clay Alexander and his asso- 
ciates OWN the country. Eisenhower 
and his officials just RUN it for them. 
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Can You Arbitrate 
A Matter of Life and Death? 


Of course there are times when a 
union is compelled to accept arbitration. 

But this is not such a time. The steel 
union is strong. It is winning its point. 
The companies cannot win by force, or 
by starving the workers out. So they 
use the tactic of deceit. They call for an 
“impartial arbitration.” 

It is not now a question of arbitrat- 
ing individual grievances as the union 
and company have done for many years 
under the framework of the contract. 
It is now a matter of arbitrating the 
very life of the union. 

You cannot have a little bit of mur- 
der! You cannot arbitrate over the heart 


of the union. (And that’s what this arbi- 
tration would do.) You cannot put the 
life of the union on the arbitrational 
chopping block! 

Even Solomon in all his glory could 
not divide a human baby between two 
rival mothers. His wisdom, in fact, was 
in understanding this so well when he 
ordered the baby sliced in two. 

To slice the rights of the union in 
half — as arbitration would surely do in 
this case — is to murder the union. 

You can’t have a “little bit” of mur- 
der! You can’t arbitrate a matter of life 
and death! 


Which Side Are You On? 


Why, Brother Meany, are you trying to defend the record of 
Senator Kennedy when you know that he led the Democratic Sena- 
tors to vote for the final anti-labor bill passed in Congress? 

Do you, Brother Meany, now call Jimmy Hoffa the number one 
enemy of the labor movement so as to divert attention from your bank- 
rupt political action policy? (You, yourself, admitted that your political 
action policies resulted in such victories that more of the same would 


destroy the labor movement.) 


- 


Why do you suppress the truth that the so-called “friends” of 
labor voted for the labor-strangling McClelland-Landrum-Griffin-Ken- 


nedy bill? 


As a leader of American labor, Brother Meany, you should be tell- 
ing the workers that Kennedy and all the rest of the “friends” can- 
not be relied on for support. Why don’t you? 


Which side are you on, anway? 


Where Was Walter? 


Remember the top-notch labor leader 
who came to the NAACP convention just 
a bare couple of months ago and gave 
such a rousing, militant talk against 
Jim Crow and for “real freedom”? Re- 
member the man who rushed to West 


Berlin to address a May Day rally and 
deliver a fighting message on — we re- 
peat — “real freedom”? His name in 


case you can’t remember, is Walter 
Reuthey. 

He proved the other day at the At- 
lantic City UAW convention that he 
could just about talk the best fight in 


the labor movement. But when it comes 
down to action, oh yes, action, good old 
Walter is a white chauvinist and a 
demogogue of the first water. 

Proof? The long-awaited showdown as 
to whether one of the 300,000 colored 
workers in the UAW is entitled to a 
top post in the UAW came to a climax 
just as we were going to press. And 
where was Walter? Where was the 
“fiery radical’ with his near-socialist 
phraseology? On the side of Jim-Crow! 

End result: No representation for 
800,000 militant unionists. 





Diary of a Steelworker 


By Theodore Kovalesky 


Brother steelworkers: 


Our lungs are choked with the dust 
and gases of the steel plants. 

How many of our brothers lie in 
their graves, their bodies crushed in the 
mills and yards, burnt and charred in 
the flames and explosions of the coke 
ovens, open hearths, and blast furnaces? 
How many of our brothers lie dead of 
tuberculosis and pneumonia? 

How many exist today with maimed, 
crippled or worn-out bodies that are no 
longer of use to the steel companies or 
to themselves? 

Only in recent times have we received 
even a subsistence wage. And now that 
will be wrested from us, if the com- 
panies have their way. 

How did we gain that subsistence 
wage? 

We gained it by years of struggles 
for organization. 

We gained it in 1892 in Homestead 
when we fought the gunmen and Pin- 
kertons. 

We gained it in 1919 when we met 
violence and murder, when we were 
blacklisted and clubbed into submission. 

We gained it in 1937 when ten of us 
were shot dead at Republic Steel in 
Chicago on Memorial Day. 


But we gained it. And we organized 
a million steel workers into our union. 

Today once again the battle lines are 
drawn up. Our enemies, the owners of 
the huge steel companies, seek to smash 
our union and thrust us back into the 
darkness of poverty from which we have 
struggled so hard to come so_ short 
a way. . 

The battle lines are once again drawn 
up. And we have taken our place in 
these lines to fight for our wives and 
our children. 

Our old enemy will not defeat us, 
whatever the calamity howlers think. 
We will win our struggle. We will safe- 
guard our union because we must. 

But as long as the capitalists own the 
factories and mills, we have not tri- 
umphed entirely. We have only staved 
them off. We have only gained a breath- 
ing spell. 

The day is drawing ever closer when 
we must fight the final battle — the 
battle for workers control of the fac- 
tories and the battle for workers con- 
trol of the government, in the war for 
a workers’ world. 

And when that day comes, when we 
win the last battle, then we shall have 
peace and plenty. And our children will 
grow up in a socialist society. 





Arm Yourselves and Fight! 


—Say Conrad Lynn, Noted Civil Rights Attorney 
And Rob Witliams, Brave Defense Guard Builder 


Negroes must oppose violence with 
violence, and leave the prayers to 
preachers and other servants of the 
white supremacist status quo. They 
must defend themselves. 

That was the line of Rob Williams 
and Conrad Lynn at the debate at Com- 
munity Church in New York this month. 

Middle ‘class people who agree that 
Negroes should have the right of “self- 
defense” are extremely vague on just 
how to conduct this self-defense against 
violent armed men — that is, against 
the lynchers, the Ku Klux Klan, and 
the armed rapists of the Negro people. 
The pacifists who argued at Community 
Church were equally vague. 

Sometimes they got their own line 





This Doesn't Happen 
In Monroe, N. C.! 


Montgomery, Alabama — From the 
home town of Martin Luther King, 
leading exponent of “non-violent re- 
sistance,” comes the news that at least 
ten Negroes have been flogged by the 
Ku Klux Klan in the past year. 

Sheriff R. R. Shields of Montgomery 
says there is a big revival of Ku Klux 
strength. Night parades of the sheeted 
lynchers have been conducted in several 
areas of Alabama. 
_ Pi 





mixed up, and started advocating a 
peaceful tactic as a safer or more clever 
device to fight the reactionaries who 
are armed to the teeth. Under the 
withering attack of Lynn and Williams 
and the pressure of the audience, they 
retreated from the principle of non- 
violence. They soft-pedalled the “holy” 
approach and “explained” that armed 
self-defense was impractical! 


Williams related how the interracial 
armed defense guard in Monroe, N.C. 
had stopped the Klan in its tracks, gun 


Here's What Stopped the Kian! 






a a ) 


Part of the armed defense guard that 

repulsed the Ku Klux Klan in Monroe, 

N.C. and has made the streets safe for 

colored people. It was organized by Rob 

Williams in 1957 and now includes sev- 
eral white people. 


for gun. Conrad Lynn generalized on 
this and called for such defense guards 
wherever necessary throughout’ the 
country. 

To any listener who was serious about 
ending inequality and establishing even 
the constitutional guarantees that are 
already supposed to exist, it was obvi- 
ous that armed defense guards were 
very practical indeed. 

Lynn made a resounding hit with the 
militant workers in the audience by con- 
demning the two-party system, and in 
effect, calling for the socialist revolu- 
tion. 





He landed in a ladle. 





A Steelworker’s Lot 
Is Not a Happy One! 


We received the following poem from a midwestern steelworker. 
We hope that all steelworkers don’t come so close to “cooking” as this 
one. But we think the poet has a point. 


O my poor pappy worked in a steel plant 

On a furnace making iron out of ore; 

And each day he’d sweat and smoulder 

As he rapidly grew older 

In that steel mill on the Great Lakes’ smoky shore. 


O he worked in the midst of the fire 

In the heat of the molten metal’s glare. 

And he coughed and choked and cussed 

As his lungs filled up with dust. 

But the sulphur gas was more than he could bear. 


Then one day as he worked on the furnace 
In that steel mill on the Great Lakes’ smoky shore, 
With a misstep that was fatal, 


And so my poor dear papy was no more! 


So the company sent a man to see my mammy. 
“Now we’re very sorry, sorry as can be. 
Please accept this check of money 

To make up for your honey— 

A thousand dollars worth of sympathy!” 


And now it’s my turn to work on the furnace 
With my dear departed Pappy’s crowd. 

So each day I work and wait till 

I wind up cooking in a ladle, 

And join my pappy in an iren shroud. 


Editor’s note: The iron ladles hold about fifty tons of molten iron. 
The cinder ladles héld an equal volume, but much lighter weight, of 
molten slag. They run alongside of and beneath the blast_furnace floor. 
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Khrushchev Deceives the’ Workers — 
Says Ike “Sincerely” Wants Peace! 


Those workers of the world who 
have faith in Khrushchev now Believe 
that Wall Street wants peace. That’s 
what Khrushchev told them last month 
in Washington, Moseow and Peking! 

Khrushchev also said that he drew 
“no distinction between the people and 
the government of the United States” 
— that is, no distinction between the 
oppressed and the oppressor! He said 
he believed the President, like the 
people, was “sincere” in wanting peace. 

Eisenhower, the bosom pal and will- 
ing “stooge of the Morgans, the Rocke- 
fellers and the Duponts — the leading 
profiteers of every war and the lead- 
ing exploiters of half the world! This 
person is “sincere” about peace! 

Some well-meaning people may fool- 
ishly believe that Khrushchev merely 
said these things as diplomatic ameni- 


ties—in the same way prize fighters 
shake hands in the ring — in order 
to indicate good faith. Khrushchev 


could. not be such a fool! 

The Soviet Union and China need 
peace. But they get no peace! Wall 
Street wants war, because it absolutely 
must have the subjugation of the world 
in order to make its profit system work! 
That is why it drafts American boys 
and sends them to thirty-two countries 
of the world. That is why it rings the 
Soviet Union with atomic airbases. 

3ut Khrushchev tells the world that 
Eisenhower is for peace! 


Tells China, Too! 


Just to prove that Khrushchev really 
expects people to believe this, let us 
turn to his visit to China. There, on 
September 30 he lectured the Chinese 
against “testing the capitalist system 
by force,” against waging “predatory 
war,” and against “imposing socialism 
by force of arms.” 

Wall Street’s imperialists hypocriti- 
cally call upon China to “renounce the 
use of force” while they use a million 
tons of force in the Seventh Fleet and 
turn Formosa into a base for atomic 
bombs—all aimed at the heart of China. 
Wall Street will not renounce this 
force. But Khrushchev tells the Chi- 
nese to renounce any effort to remove 
this aggressive force! 

No wonder the Chinese were silent! 
No wonder they didn’t comment on this 
part of Khrushchev’s speech! 





A Fate 
Worse than Death 


Mose Peterson 


They said Walter S. Munford, Presi- 
dent of U. S: Steel, tripped on a bread 
knife. He was said to be under a mental 
strain because of the steel strike. We 
are sorry to report that he died from the 
knife wound. But another gentleman 
seems to be having similar trouble. 

Joe Finnegan, the alleged impartial 
federal mediator, is showing some sign 
that the heat of the class struggle is 
softening his brains a little, though not 
to the point of suicide—not yet. 

“It sure as Hell has been a frustrat- 
ing spectacle,” he remarked about the 
negotiations. 

The newspapers have hardly a word 
or thought about the daily struggle with 
insecurity and want in the homes of the 
striking workers. To the representatives 
of the ruling class, the frustration of a 
Finnegan or the fatigue of a Munford 
is of more importance than the mass 
hunger of thousands of workers. 

We have bad news for these bosses. 
These troubles that are driving some 
of them nuts today are just a mild warn- 
ing of what lies in‘store for them when 
the American working class decides to 
take the industries into their own hands. 
This is not a threat. The workers will 
be glad to give Munford and his kind a 
job in the blast furnaces or someplace. 
But it is just this prospect that. will 
drive them to suicide. 

To live the life of-a useful worker— 
that is a fate worse than death to the 
capitalist class! 


Arrogant State Dept. 
Lectures Khrushchev 


Secretary of State Christian A. Her- 
ter, said at his press conference Oc- 
tober 6, that he did not feel Khrush- 
chev had been “successful” in his trip 
to China. He also made it plain that 
the State Department was holding the 
Soviet Union “responsible” for the acts 
of China. He further announced that 
U.S., British, and French troops would 
stay in West Berlin (110 miles inside 
the Soviet Zone) until Germany was 
unified (under capitalism of course!). 

The next day, Douglas Dillon, Un- 
der Secretary of State, and a direct 
representative of Big Business (invest- 
ment bankers Dillon Reed and Co.) 
made a major policy: speech. In discus- 
sing Khrushchev’s speeches in China, 
he said, “I regret having to report that 
the initial Chinese Communist reaction 
was not an encouraging one.” 

Discussing this -Chinese “reaction” 
further, he said, “Lin Piao proclaimed 
that no foreign countries would be al- 
lowed to interfere in Peiping’s so- 
called ‘liberation’ ef Taiwan (Formo- 
sa).” 

And he stated categorically that any 
Chinese attempt to take back “Taiwan 
and the off-shore islands” (which al- 
ways used to be Chinese) “is just as 


likely to embroil the world community 
in total war as the launching of any 
other type of war.” 

In other words capitalism will go to 
war rather than to allow China the 
right to her own territory. U.S. arms 
are the only arms on Formosa (Tai- 
wan). And it is up to the U.S. govern- 
ment whether to keep Formosa Amer- 
jean, or let it be Chinese. Wall Street 
wants China to “renounce force.” But 
Wall Street will not renounce Formosa. 

This line of Dillon’s — and Herter’s 
— is just as reactionary as John Foster 
Dulles’ ever was, and just as full of 
“brinkmanship.” 

Those pacifist muddleheads who 
thought Herter would be any better 
than Dulles have once again bumped 
their heads on Wall Street’s armor 
plate. There is nothing new about the 
predatory politicians of capitalism. 
They talked a little-softer for a few 
days because Soviet and Chinese armed 
might and the colonial revolution com- 
pelled them to. But now they see they 
can’t get anything by talk. And they 
are hardening up again. 

United States capitalism cannot rec- 
oncile itself to the rights of the orien- 
tal and oppressed peoples to rule their 
own destiny. The arrogant- world-wide 
white supremacists of Wall Street can- 
not conceive of a world in which they 
are not the bosses—and will not peace- 


fully permit such a world to exist! That 
is what Dillon officially made clear on 
October 7. 

Khrushchev lies when he says these 
harpies want peace. In this context, all 
his little homilies about the superiority 
of communism over capitalism are only 
good-humored holiday speeches for the 
benefit of the folks back home. The 
great, the truly monumental political 
question that a workers leader abso- 
jutely must answer today is this: Not 
just which system is superior, (that’s 
been decided!) but which system is 
causing war — and how to overthrow 
that system! This is.what the workers 
need to know. 

Capitalism is the enemy. Yes, it is, 
says Khrushchev. But according to him, 
this enemy is going to be overcome 
simply through experimental demon- 
stration of the superiority of the Soviet 
system. It is going to be overcome 
through its own embarrassment at being 
proved inferior. What nonsense! 

Capitalism is a deadly serious enemy 
that does not want to leave the stage 
of history without pulling the whole 
world to smithereens around its deca- 
dent head! 

He who conceals this from the Amer- 
ican workers (not to mention the rest 
of the world) is no true friend of the 
working class! 

According to Khrushchev, we in 
America are going to get to socialism 
through peace. Would that this were 
true! 

But it is not true. The reverse is 
true. We can only get peace through 
socialism. 





In Puerto Rico & U.S., Spanish Workers 
Must Organize Against Yankee Bosses 


Frederick Matteger 


We know that U.S. labor leaders 
like to play footsie under the table with 
the bosses — while they sometimes 
growl ferociously above. But in Puerto 
Rico, the labor bureaucrats and the 
bosses are practically in full embrace, 

Puerto Rican workers often do the 
same job as U.S. workers, and get one- 
third the pay for it. In addition, thou- 
sands are unemployed while prices are 
about the same as in the U.S. 

Most housing is miserable. The diet 
of the average worker is inadequate. 
A 1946 study showed the rate of babies 
born dead to all mothers in Puerto 
Rico as over 20 per cent! The disease 
rate for all Puerto Rican workers is 
proportionately high. 

If any workers ever needed unions, 
Puerto Rican workers do! 

Few Plants Organized 

Yet of the 455 Fomento (The Puerto 
Rican Industrial Development Com- 
pany) plants which form the core of 
the island’s industry, only 27 were 
organized by 1957. And 15 of these 
plants were in “independent” unions. 
Of 48 electrical plants (the second 
largest industry), just two were organ- 
ized. In plastics, one plant out of 16 
had a union. 

One for this is that a com- 
pany always threatens to move back 
to the United States mainland if its 
plants are organized. Since some com- 
panies which did not realize the astro- 
nomical profits they expected actually 
did move back, these threats have some 
effect. Each worker has to live with the 
fear of being thrown back on the huge, 
helpless pile of surplus labor. 

In spite of this, many sturdy mili- 
tants, anxious for struggle, are wait- 
ing for the AFL bureaucrat to lead the 
way. 


reason 


Ballot Substituted for Action 


But instead of strikes for decent 
wages, the union leadership decoys the 
workers to put all their trust in bour- 
geois “political action.” Ballot strug- 
gles are advocated as a substitute for 
class struggles. Raises are won only 
by raising the minimum ‘wage law. 
(These minimums vary with each in- 
dustry and job, and average well be- 
low a dollar an hour.) 

A 1957 study found no less than 61.4 
per cent of all workers covered by the 


minimum wage law to be getting ex- 
actly the minimum wage. Union con- 
tracts in some cases simply call for 
the company to pay the minimum wage. 

Top AFL union leaders serve as cap- 
italist politicians in the Puerto Rican 
legislature ‘not as labor representa- 
tives in mortal opposition to the oth- 
ers), or as government officials. Here 
they openly serve the power they should 
be fighting as representatives of the 
working class. 

This is the kind of future that Wal- 
ter Reuther and his pals look forward 
to in the United States. The Puerto 
Rican labor-bureaucrat politicians: are 
“ahead” of Reuther! But Puerto Rican 
labor itself is trapped, tied-up and de- 
livered to the Yankee bosses. Those 
who escape, come to New York City, to 
the mercies of the mainland boss and 


the misleadership of the mainland la- 
bor “leader.” 

Kither way, the Puerte Rican work- 
ers suffer. They are told by one mur- 
derous faction of capitalism to stay 
home and starve. And they are wel- 
comed by another, so that they can “do 
the dirty work.” 

Servile as the Puerto Rican union 
leaders are; corrupt as the Mainland 
labor leaders are; — the Yankee capi- 
talists will still do the job! They can 
be trusted to perpetrate the mass mis- 
ery that leads to revolt. ‘They can be 
trusted to sow the necessary hatred and 
resentment of themselves that leads to 
struggle against them and ail they 
stand for. They can be trusted to suc- 
ceed in organizing the Puerto Rican 
workers. where all the labor bureaucrats 
failed! , 





Telling it to the Judge! 





A group of Puerto Rican workers picketing the court of Judge Samuel 
Leibowitz on Friday October 1. During the Senate hearings on juvenile 
delinquency, Leibowitz had publicly told all Puerto Ricans to stay in 
Puerto Rico. As the signs informed him, Puerto Ricans are ‘American 
citizens (due to the U.S. taking over and exploiting their island). And 
they are supposed to have the right to move where they please. 
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Who the Hell Appointed HIM 
The Guardian of American Labor ? 


MEANY MUST GO! 























Dorothy Ballan 


The National Urban League, a Negro 
organization which claims to dedicate 
itself to Negro betterment, plans to cap 
its “Equal Opportunity Day” celebra- 
tion on November 19th, with a special 
award to be given to none other than 
George Meany, Jim Crow president of 
the AFL-CIO. 

This incredible fact was first an- 
nounced several weeks ago. It created 
such an uproar in the Negro commu- 
nity, the National Urban League was 
cbliged to call a special executive board 
meeting to reconsider it. 

Mr. Parris of the League, told this 
reporter, that the emergency meeting 
was called last Thursday, October 1, to 
re-examine the whole question of the 
award to Meany, because of the “em- 
barrasing circumstance” resulting 
from the AFL-CIO convention. (See 
article at right.) 

He said that after re-examining all 
the evidence — and, AFTER GETTING 
A STRONG RECOMMENDATION 
FROM A. PHILIP RANDOLPH HIM- 
SELF — the National Urban League 
voted to reaffirm its choice of George 
Meany for its “Equal Opportunity Day 
Award.” 

Then a special luncheon was arranged 
for Meany by William Walker, who is 
publisher of the Cleveland Call and 
Post and president of the National News 
Publishers Association, a Negro organi- 
zation. This luncheon was suggested by 
Theodore W. Kheel, National president 
of the Urban League, and present at 
the luncheon were members of the 
NAACP, Negro Elks, Negro Masons as 
well as the Urban League. 

But more goes on behind the scenes. 
It is important to note that among the 
members of the national board of the 
Urban League are such colossal finance 
capitalists as Winthrop Rockefeller and 
Benjamin Buttenweiser. 


Urban League Gives Meany 
Shameful Uncle Tom Award 


Everyone knows that the Rockefellers 
compose a powerful economic dynasty. 
But not many people know that Mr. 
Suttenweiser is one of the biggest 
wheels of the Kuehn-Loeb financial oc- 
topus. His recent attempt, as trustee of 
Lenox Hill hospital to break the New 
York hospital strike, should not be for- 
gotten. (See Big Ben — the Wall St. 
Shark — WW 6/1/59.) 

These multi-millionaires on the boards 
of Negro organizations like the Urban 


_ League and the NAACP, are able to 


use their huge financial resources in 
a multitude of subtle ways to control 
policy. (For example, suppose the Ur- 
ban League were to give its top award 
to Robert . Williams, who advocates 
armed defense guards in the South. 
These multi-millionaires would with- 
draw their financial support!) 

It is not a struggle between whites 
and Negroes, as the Amsterdam News 
recently said. On the contrary, a small 
coterie of white billionaires promote 
discrimination in order to exploit the 


workers, black and white. Prejudice 
serves big business by dividing the 
workers — causing them to blame each 


other for insufficient jobs — and thereby 
diverting attention away from the giant 
corporations. 

Negro leaders who agree to shameful 
Uncle Tom awards, only reinforce white- 
supremacy. To give Meany an “Equal 
Opportunity Day Award” for selling 
out the Negro people, and thereby all 
labor, is second only to giving the award 
to Senator Eastland himself. 

According to the Bible, Judas Iscariot 
got his thirty pieces of silver for his 
betrayal. The Urban League would do 
better to give thirty pieces of silver to 
Meany as their top achievement award. 
Better still, perhaps they should short- 
change Meany, give him only twenty 
pieces of silver — and keep ten for 
themselves. 


A Man who Jim-Crows Black Workers 
Is No Good for White Workers Either! 


The man who boasted that he never called a strike or walked a 
picket line rounded out his reactionary career last week by flagrantly 
refusing to retract or even modify the anti-Negro stand he took at the 
recent San Francisco AFL-CIO convention. 


(AFL-CIO President, George Meany, 
publicly insulted A, Philip Randolph, 
head of the Sleeping Car Porters Un- 
ion, by saying: “Who the hell appoint- 
ed you as guardian of the Negro peo- 
ple?” This was in response to Ran- 
dolph’s demand for an end to Jim Crow 
in the union movement which Meany 
is supposed to lead.) 

Meany’s' assault on Randolph has 
aroused an unparalleled wave of pro- 
test and indignation throughout the en- 
tire Negro community, and a consid- 
erable amount of indignation from 
white workers too. To date, however, 
no lecal union or important white la- 
bog leader has dared to repudiate or 
attack Meany for his stand. 

Third of Steelworkers Negro 

Meany’s attack comes at a time when 
Big Business has unleashed its most 
brutal anti-labor offensive since the in- 
ception of the CIO. It comes at a 
time when more than a half million 
workers in steel, 30 per cent of whom 
are Negro, are locked in a life-and- 
death struggle for the very existence of 
the union. More than 200,000 workers 
in various other industries also are on 
strike; of these 35 per cent are Negro. 

The one thing- about the strikers that 
stands out so magnificently, is their 
solidarity and unity, And this, in the 
face of a gigantic conspiracy of Big 
Business to turn the clock back, wipe 
out the gains of the labor movement, 
and reduce the standard of living of 
the American working class. 

The blow struck by Meany fell on the 
whole labor movement, Negro and 
white. The NAM, which has been spear- 
heading the crudest anti-labor propa- 
ganda fight against the strikers, could 
not have asked for a better break for 
the industrialists than the one. Meany 
handed them so gratuitously. 

The steel barons, like Blough and 


Cooper, could not have asked for a more 
timely intervention on their behalf to 
split the unity of the workers. Eastland 
and Faubus can point with renewed glee 
and satisfaction to their allies within 
the labor movement. 

The great big question is what should 
the organized labor movement do? What 
should the most advanced and class- 
conscious workers do in their unions? 
Shall they sanctimoniously deplore “the 
incident” and let it go at that? 

He’s a Menace! 

George Meany is the greatest menace 
to the American labor movement from 
within its ranks. But no significant la- 
bor leader or local union head has to 
date intervened in behalf of the Negro 
workers by openly renouncing and re- 
pudiating Meany. 

Meany came to power in one of the 
darkest periods in the history of Amer- 
ican labor, the period of the witch-hunt 
and of McCarthyism. His ascendancy to 
the Presidency of the AFL-CIO indi- 
cated the end of the era of CIO mili- 
tancy and the partial victory of the 
most conservative white chauvinist-rid- 
den unions as against the more pro- 
gressive ones. 

Now a new period of labor resurgence 
is on the horizon. It is being forced 
into life by the attack of the mighty 
Wall Street bankers and the steel ba- 
rons, together with Eisenhower and 
their stooges in Congress. 

But Meany, like a hired strikebreak- 
er, attacked this movement at its very 
birth. Can such a man be tolerated in 
his position? The answer is “NO!” Lo- 
cal unions must take the _ initiative 
everywhere with resolutions denouncing 
his conduct and demanding his resigna- 
tion. 

If Jim Crow is to go, then MEANY 
MUST GO! 





The Voice of Capitalist White Supremacy! 


"No Filipino Ever Talked to Me Like That” 


A fortnight ‘ago a small bomb-shell 
shattered the carefully-cultivated, dip- 
lomatic atmosphere at the U.N. 

Seemingly out of nowhere, during a 
diplomatic luncheon, a_ bitter quarrel 
broke out between Leon M. Guerrero, 
Philippine delegate to the General As- 
sembly, and Walter S. Robertson, Amer- 
ican diplomat in charge of Far Eastern 
affairs. They “shocked” others present 
with “words far removed from the vo- 
cabulary of diplomacy.” (New York 
Times, Oct. 1). 

The quarrel started when Mr. Guer- 
rero dared to “talk back” to the repre- 
sentative of American capitalism. Mr. 
Robertson, with all the arrogance of 
the rich white ruler putting an “inferior 
in his place” retorted, “You are the first 
Filipino who has ever spoken to me like 
this.” 

Both of these men were conscious of 
the inequality of their own positions. 


Eleanor Stephens 


The one knew that behind him stood the 
exploiters; the other was equally con- 


scious that his whole race was exploited.. 


And each knew the long history of 
hypocritical profit-grabbing in the Phi- 
lippine Islands by U.S. Big Business. 
Their mutual distrust and anger ex- 
pressed itself in language too “shock- 
ing” for the Times to print. 

The next day Mr. Guerrero-expressed 


himself in more printable, but still un- 


equivocal, language: 

“Mr. Robertson ... has acted as if he 
were old enough to have fought in the 
Philippine-American war of I898. ..., 


he is thinking in terms of a bygone co- . 


lonial age and resents it when a Filipino 
dares to stand up and talk back to 
him.” 

jehind this terse statement lay the 
deep anger every Filipino feels who re- 





China Goes Ahead! 


China reports that its steel produc- 
tion in the first nine months of 1959 
surpassed the total amount produced in 
1958. 

Under centralized ,workers’ ownership 
and control, China has increased her 


production each year. Only natural ca-. 


lamity or imperialist attack can stop 
this move forward. 


members the U.S. double-cross in the 
war of 1898. The islanders, under the 
leadershhip of Aguinaldo, had _ been 
fighting. a losing war for independence 
from Spain. Admiral Dewey pretended 
to play the part of a big brother. He 
furnished Aguinaldo and his followers 
with arms, let them defeat the Span- 
iards — then moved in and took over 
for U.S. Big Business. 

(Later, the United States paid Spain 
$20,000,000 for Puerto Rico, Guam and 
the Philippines together — so the world 
would know they had not only con- 
quered the Filipinos, but bought and 
paid for them in true Yankee style.) 

With a greater drive and efficiency 
than the old-fashioned Spanish ex- 
ploiters knew how to employ, the up- 
to-date American capitalists subjected 
the islanders to the super-exploitation 
of Colonial wWage-slavery. And like the 
British imperialists before them, they. 


prated hypocritically of “the white 
man’s burden.” 

(This refers to the problems of the 
wealthy white in “civilizing” the poor 
colonial workers while he is robbing 
them.) 

After 48 years (in 1946) the U.S. 
Congress “gave” the Philippines their 
freedom — with the proviso that the 
right to “develop natural resources and 
to own and operate public utilities” was 
extended to U.S. citizens (who already 
owned them, anyway.) 

So that, though in form the Philip- 
pines is a Republic, in essence it is still 
a colony of American Capitalism. And 
Americans like. Mr. Robertson expect 
Filipinos to recognize that fact, and 
behave in a manner appropriate to their 
position. 

Mr. Guerrero supports the capitalist 
system. And no doubt many of his 
Filipino friends exploit their fellow 
Filipinos. Nevertheless, he spoke for the 
colored peoples of the earth when he 
ended his statement with the words: “I, 
for one, do not feel like ‘carrying the 
white man’s burden’ ”. 
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Soviet Production 


Tass, the official Soviet néws agency, 
says that production in the first nine 
months of this year exceeded the similar 
period last year by 12 per cent. 

It must be added that last year was 
not a “recession” year in the Soviet 
Union, either. It was a record-breaker, 
too! 


